
 

 

 

 

Preface
 

    In June 2014, the Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA) introduced a com-
prehensive restructuring of the U.S. international economic accounts, the 
most significant change in the presentation of these accounts since 1976. 
The comprehensive restructuring represents the culmination of a multi-
year effort to modernize and enhance the accounts by introducing 
changes recommended by new international statistical guidelines along 
with other improvements. These changes improve the overall comparabil-
ity of international economic statistics across countries and provide policy-
makers and others with a stronger statistical foundation for understanding 
and responding to international economic events. 

This volume builds on BEA’s previous volume on the concepts and 
methods used to prepare the U.S. international transactions accounts that
was released on the BEA Web site in 2011. The coverage of this volume 
has been expanded to include not only the featured International Transac-
tions Accounts but also the related International Investment Position Ac-
counts and statistics on the Activities of Multinational Enterprises. The 
restructured international economic accounts described in this volume 
bring BEA’s statistics into closer alignment with both international guide-
lines and with the statistics provided by many U.S. trading and investment 
partners. 

As with the previous methodology volume, this volume is intended to
be a continuing reference that will be updated to reflect changes in con-
cepts, sources, and methods as they are introduced into the U.S. interna-
tional economic accounts. In addition, new material may be introduced as
needed to provide thorough and up-to-date documentation of important 
topics and issues related to these accounts. 
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