
       

 
          

       
       

           
        

          
          

     
 

         
       

        
        
        

          
            

       

            
          

      

   
     
       

iii December 2012 

Director’s Message 
In this issue, we present updated statistics from the Bureau of 
Economic Analysis (BEA) annual industry accounts, which detail 
interactions among industries and the contributions of indus-
tries to gross domestic product (GDP). In 2011, 12 of 22 major 
industry groups contributed to a slowdown in economic growth; 
real GDP rose 1.8 percent, compared with 2.4 percent in 2010. 
The leading contributors to the slower growth in 2011 were the 
retail trade and durable-goods manufacturing industries. 

The article includes a note on the upcoming 2013 comprehen-
sive revision of the industry accounts, which will include the 
2007 benchmark input-output accounts fully integrated with the 
annual industry accounts. The comprehensive revision will also 
mark an important milestone in integrating the national eco-
nomic accounts and the industry accounts. For more informa-
tion, see page 22. 

Elsewhere in this issue, we detail the second estimates of GDP 
for the third quarter of 2012. In addition, we offer a subject guide 
to material in the SURVEY OF CURRENT BUSINESS in 2012 and the BEA 
news release schedule for 2013. 

As 2012 comes to close, we’d like to wish you good cheer for 
2013. We look forward to bringing you more articles about BEA 
data and our ongoing efforts to enhance the data. 

Happy holidays! 

J. Steven Landefeld 
Director, Bureau of Economic Analysis 
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