
       

 
        

          
           

            
            

         
        
       

           
        

         
        

         
          

        
 

        
         

          
          

           
       

           
         
           

          

   
    
       

iii October 2013 

Director’s Message 
The recent shutdown of the federal government, which caused 
the Bureau of Economic Analysis to cease activity from October 1 
to October 16, affected this issue of the SURVEY OF CURRENT BUSI
NESS. We are publishing it 2 weeks later than usual, and we are 
publishing it only on our Web site. There will not be a “hard
copy” version of this month’s issue. 

The shutdown affected other BEA products as well. We have 
provided updated information on our Web site about planned 
statistical releases and how they have been delayed. 

In this issue of the SURVEY, we look at international transac
tions and the international investment position for the second 
quarter of 2013. Also, we present detailed statistics on services 
traded across borders and services delivered via affiliates of mul
tinational companies, thus taking a broad view of services pro
vided to and by the United States in international markets. Cross-
border trade statistics are presented for 2012. Services provided 
through affiliates are presented for 2011. 

Another article details the advance statistics on gross domestic 
product (GDP) by metropolitan area. In 2012, real GDP in
creased in 305 of 381 metropolitan areas. In October, we usually 
provide an article that looks at the state personal income statistics 
for the second quarter of the year. That article is now scheduled 
to appear in the November issue. 

As usual in October, an article looks at the third estimates of 
the GDP accounts for the second quarter. Statistics on inventories 
and sales as well as on fixed assets and consumer durable goods 
are also presented. Both sets of statistics reflect the 2013 compre
hensive revision of the national income and product accounts.  

J. Steven Landefeld 
Director, Bureau of Economic Analysis 
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