
  

 
         

          
       

          
          

         
           
           
         
          

     
          

             
        

        
      

 
         

       
        
          

   
      

   

    

April 2015 

Director’s Message 
This June, the Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA) will release 
the results of the 2015 annual revisions of the U.S. international 
transactions accounts (ITAs) and the U.S. international invest
ment position (IIP) accounts. We are pleased to provide a pre
view of the changes in this month’s SURVEY OF CURRENT BUSINESS. 
The preview discusses a change in classification, a new data 
source, and the publication of two related data series that are not 
shown in the standard table presentations of the ITAs and IIP ac
counts. As a result of these changes, the international economic 
account statistics will be more accurate and will be in further 
alignment with the international statistical guidelines. 

In that vein, I’d like to also mention our new International 
Trade and Investment Country Factsheets application, which will 
be available free on the BEA Web site in early May. The new ap
plication allows users to generate—with a few mouse clicks—a 
wealth of information about U.S. trade, direct investment, and 
multinational enterprise activity with selected countries and 
country groupings. 

Also in this issue, other articles discuss the “third” estimates of 
gross domestic product and related statistics, international trans
actions, and the international investment position for the fourth 
quarter of 2014 and the year 2014. Another article discusses state 
personal income for the fourth quarter and for all of 2014. 

Brian C. Moyer 
Director, Bureau of Economic Analysis 
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