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Taking Account.

Updated RIMS Multipliers
Now Available

Two sets of updated multipliers
from the Regional Input-Output
Modeling System (RIMS II) are
now available. One set covers
473 detailed industries and 60
industry aggregations; these
multipliers are based on 2006 re-
gional data and 1997 national
benchmark input-output data.
Another set covers 60 industry
aggregations; these multipliers
are based on 2006 regional data
and 2006 national annual input-
output data.

Multipliers can be ordered at
<www.bea.gov/regional/rims/
order.cfm> for any region com-
posed of one or more counties at
a cost of $225 per region. For
each region purchased, buyers
will receive multipliers for all
available RIMS II industries.
Multipliers may also be ordered
for any RIMS II industry at a
cost of $50 per industry. For
each industry purchased, buyers
will receive multipliers for all
states, the District of Columbia,
and the nation.

RIMS 1II multipliers account
for detailed relationships among
industries and are widely used
for conducting regional eco-
nomic impact analysis. RIMS II
is widely used in the public and
private sector. In the public sec-
tor, for example, the Depart-
ment of Defense has used RIMS
IT to estimate the regional im-
pacts of military base closings.
State transportation depart-
ments have used RIMS II to esti-
mate the regional impacts of
airport construction and expan-
sion.

In the private sector, analysts,
policymakers, and consultants
use RIMS II to estimate the re-
gional impacts of a variety of
projects, such as the develop-
ment of shopping malls and
sports stadiums.

For more information, in-
cluding a PowerPoint tutorial on
downloading multipliers and a
user handbook, please visit
<www.bea.gov/regional/rims/>.

BEA to Continue Releasing
Quarterly Travel Data

BEA recently secured funding
for the production of quarterly
data on travel and tourism in fis-
cal year 2009. Previously, due to
budget constraints, BEA had an-
nounced it would discontinue
quarterly data for 2009. The
travel and tourism satellite ac-
counts present a detailed pic-
ture of travel and tourism
activity and its role in the U.S.
economy. The quarterly ac-
counts present estimates of ex-
penditures by tourists, or
visitors, on eight types of goods
and services. The accounts also
present estimates of the income
generated by travel and tourism
and estimates of output and em-
ployment generated by travel
and tourism-related industries.
The accounts are supported by
funding from the Office of
Travel and Tourism Industries,
International Trade Administra-
tion, Department of Commerce.

For the second quarter of
2008, real spending on travel
and tourism increased at an an-
nual rate of 3.0 percent com-
pared with 0.5 percent (revised)
in the first quarter. By contrast,

real gross domestic product
(GDP) grew 2.8 percent (final
estimate) in the second quarter,
compared with 0.9 percent in
the first quarter.

Real spending on accommo-
dations turned up sharply, in-
creasing 19.4 percent in the
second quarter after decreasing
9.1 percent in the first quarter.
However, spending on passenger
air transportation turned down,
decreasing 19.3 percent after in-
creasing 18.1 percent (revised).
Reductions in flights, higher air-
fares, and new fees intended to
offset higher fuel costs reduced
air travel, particularly to resorts.
In response, hotels reduced
prices and added incentives that
increased overall hotel occu-

pancy.

FAQ Offers Information on
Timely Economic Issues
Since it was launched in March
2006, the FAQ feature on the
BEA Web site has become a
valuable tool for people in need
of answers about BEAs eco-
nomic accounts.

Recently added items answer
the following: Why are some of
the GDP statistics telling such a
different story for the first half of
2008 than some other statistics
such as employment and the
CPI? What are recent changes to
the U.S. international services
statistics? And what are the
sources of recent growth in U.S.
exports of goods?

The FAQ is searchable by cat-
egory and keyword and is avail-
able on the BEA Web site
<www.bea.gov> by clicking on
“FAQ”
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