
       

 
             

       
          

        
          

        
 

         
      

            
          

          
          

          
         

        
         

          
          

         
           
     

         
        
        

 
     

          
          

  
 

   
    
       

iii February 2014 

Director’s Message 
In this issue, we are pleased to present the results of the most re
cent comprehensive revision of the industry economic accounts, 
which provide statistics for 1997–2012. For the first time, the an
nual input-output (I-O) accounts and the gross domestic prod
uct by industry accounts are fully consistent with both the most 
recent comprehensive revision of the national income and prod
uct accounts and the current benchmark I-O account. 

The up-to-date and completely integrated I-O tables are a cru
cial new tool for businesses, policy analysts, economists, and oth
ers who want to drill deep into BEA’s detailed data. This new tool 
can help business people, for instance, assess the impact of supply 
disruptions on their industry, track changes in the mix of cus
tomers for their products, and monitor increases in the price of 
raw materials like petroleum and other inputs that are used in 
production. The type of information that can be derived from 
the I-O tables can help businesses make informed decisions 
about investing and hiring and help them maintain a competitive 
edge. 

As a reminder, this month marks the first online-only issue of 
the SURVEY OF CURRENT BUSINESS. Rest assured, we will continue to 
publish high-quality articles in an online format. In fact, this 
move to an online-only presentation will serve as the first step to
ward a publication that exploits the many advantages of the Web. 
We intend to work toward a publication that will serve customers 
with more relevant, more accessible, and more useful informa
tion and statistics delivered in less cumbersome formats—all via 
a more cost-effective process. 

We remain excited about the future of the SURVEY. 
As always, we’re interested in any ideas or comments from our 

customers about the content of the SURVEY as well as ideas for 
possible new features. Please contact James Kim, Editor-in-Chief, 
at james.kim@bea.gov. 

J. Steven Landefeld 
Director, Bureau of Economic Analysis 

mailto:james.kim@bea.gov
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