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Director’s Message
We are pleased to present this month a BEA Briefing that com-
pares estimates of health care spending by disease from the Bu-
reau of Economic Analysis (BEA) health care satellite account
(HCSA) with estimates from the Altarum Institute’s Center for
Sustainable Health Spending. Potential improvements to the
HCSA arising from Altarum’s methodology are discussed.  

 A Research Spotlight explores the use of nine-digit ZIP codes,
instead of the currently used five-digit ZIP codes, to estimate
county-level nonfarm proprietors’ income and employment. The
article discusses how the use of nine-digit codes would help solve
some long-standing methodological issues and provides experi-
mental estimates for 2013.

Elsewhere, we discuss gross domestic product (GDP) by state
statistics for the third quarter of 2015. Real GDP increased in 47
states and the District of Columbia in the third quarter. Growth
rates ranged from –3.4 percent in North Dakota to 9.2 percent in
South Dakota. 

In addition, the “GDP and the Economy” article discusses the
second estimates of the national income and product accounts
for the fourth quarter of 2015.

   

   Brian C. Moyer 

   

Director, Bureau of Economic Analysis
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